Dear Speaker Pelosi:

As you craft supplemental appropriations legislation to fund the operations and provide for the safe return of our service members fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq, we ask you to also consider needed investments in the security of our nation’s border with Mexico.

The recent murders of American citizens connected to the U.S. consulate in Ciudad Juarez and the brazen murder of an Arizona rancher on American soil highlight the growing insecurity faced by Americans living along the border with Mexico.  Over the past three years, a drug war raging within a stone’s throw of American territory has led to the murders of an estimated 15,000 people.  Drug cartels now fight each other – and Mexican military and law enforcement – with startling ferocity and sophisticated weapons and tactics for control over narcotics distribution, including significant networks inside the United States.  In order to ensure the security of Americans, we ask you to include the following items in the upcoming supplemental appropriations bill for fiscal year 2010.

$30 million for the National Guard Counter Drug program.  The National Guard Counterdrug Program conducts a full spectrum campaign that bridges the gap between Department of Defense and Non-DoD institutions in the fight against illicit drugs and transnational threats to the homeland.  The program contributes military support for local, state and federal Law Enforcement Agencies.  The program's goal is to provide the nation with a drug-free, mission-ready force to defend the interests of its citizens at home and abroad.  The soldiers and airmen involved in the program work at all levels of government to anticipate, deter, and defeat threats along our border in order to enhance national security and protect our society.  We are requesting an additional $30 million for activities along the U.S.-Mexico Border.

$50 million for Operation Stonegarden.  Operation Stonegarden provides resources to enhance law enforcement preparedness and operational readiness along the borders of the U.S.  The program is designed to promote cooperation and coordination between federal, state, local, and tribal law enforcement agencies in a joint mission to secure the U.S. borders.  Since this source of funding is often the only federal resource available to local law enforcement agencies in rural areas, an increase is needed to keep up with the law enforcement demands of the border, especially in a time when we are trying to prevent the spread on violence from Mexico. We are requesting an additional $50 Million in FY10 for Operation Stonegarden for the U.S. Mexico border. 

$25 million for the U.S. Border Patrol.  The Border Patrol’s goal is to establish effective control over America’s border with Mexico through the use of personnel, tactical infrastructure, and technology.  With assaults against Border Patrol increased from last year’s levels and violence raging across the border in Mexico, further investments are needed to equip agents with the tools they need to secure the border and ensure their own safety.  Funding will go toward forward operating bases, communications equipment, surveillance equipment, officer support equipment and other resources.  We are requesting an additional $25 million for Border Patrol activities along the U.S.-Mexico border.

$32.2 million to hire new Border Patrol agents.  CBP is responsible for protecting our nation’s borders, and ensuring robust levels of agents in the field is critical to achieving operational control of the border.  The recent sharp increase in violence in the border region underscores the dangers faced by agents in the field, and the need for more Customs and Border Protection agents has never been more prevalent.  We are requesting $32.2 million for 207 additional Border Patrol agents.

Thank you for your consideration of this critically important request.  We look forward to working with you to ensure the security of our borders.

Sincerely,

Harry Teague

Gabrielle Giffords,

Ciro Rodriguez

Ann Kirkpatrick

Betsy Markey

Solomon Ortiz

Bob Filner

Gene Green

Ruben Hinojosa

Henry Cuellar

Silvestre Reyes

Patrick Murphy

Peter DeFazio

Larry Kissell

John Hall

Martin Heinrich

Ben Ray Lujan

Tim Ryan

Harry Mitchell

Chris Carney

Lincoln Davis

John Salazar

Sanford Bishop

Mike Ross

Jim Matheson

Baron Hill

Stephanie Herseth Sandlin

Mike McIntyre

Jim Cooper

Charlie Melancon

John Tanner

Zack Space

Joe Donnelly

Ben Chandler

Leonard Boswell

Bobby Bright

Frank Kratovil

Jason Altmire

Glenn Nye

Bart Gordon

Travis Childers

Tim Holden

Dutch Ruppersberger

